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The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest number of  

assisted living communities in the state, over 530.  OALA is, and has been, a 

strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993! 

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

OALA Update March 26, 2020 
  

Today (March 26) ODH sent out through providers’ EIDC accounts guidance and tools related to 
COVID-19 in long-term care settings adapted from resources developed by ODH, CDC, and 
partner states. This packet contains a one-page specific document addressing “Key Points for 
COVID -19 in Assisted Living”.  However, the entire document contains valuable guidance for all 
Long-Term Care.  We have linked the page addressing Assisted Living to this Update for your 
convenience,  although we hope you and your teams will review the entire document.  Key 
Points for Assisted Living  
  
Important new or reinforced direction for Assisted Living from ODH: 

  

• ALF staff should be vigilant for fever or respiratory symptoms (e.g., shortness of 

breath, new or change in cough, and sore throat) among their residents. 

• ALFs should implement active monitoring for fever and respiratory symptoms for 

all residents (at least once per shift).   

• ALFs should implement active monitoring for fever and respiratory symptoms for 

all staff (upon arrival and departure daily).   

• ALFs should designate one staff member to report identified illnesses.  (required 

infection control designee) 

• Notify the local health department if: instances of severe respiratory infection, 

clusters (≥2 residents and/or HCP) of respiratory infection, or individuals with known 

or         suspected COVID-19 are identified.  

  

In addition to the above, the guidance suggests posting signs or information on the 

importance of these measures for resident and staff safety, if you are having difficulty with 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Key-Points-for-Assisted-Living-ODH-3-26-EIDC.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Key-Points-for-Assisted-Living-ODH-3-26-EIDC.pdf
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residents in terms of movement restrictions either inside the facility or outside the facility. 

There is also guidance provided for environmental cleaning and disinfectant practices, 

recommending all Assisted Living communities follow nursing home practices.  EPA 

registered disinfectants.  

  

We will be reviewing the whole document in depth, asking ODH pertinent questions and 

relaying to members additional guidance as soon as possible.     

  

Hand Sanitizers:  Many providers have reported difficulties in purchasing hand 

sanitizer.  We’ve been asked by members if the new hand sanitizer products coming out of 

distilleries, or other places, or homemade are acceptable to ODH.  ODH is not going to 

individually endorse non-commercial hand sanitizers.  It is our belief, particularly in reading 

the document referenced above, that hand sanitizers, provided they have a 60 to 95 percent 

alcohol component along with some kind of skin lubricant would be preferable to none. The 

same document you were sent today indicates hand sanitizers at every entry, in every 

resident room, or common bathrooms or spa bathrooms and general common areas.  

  

Masks:  N-95 masks provide the greatest protection followed by other face masks/shields and 

then “homemade” masks from bandanas, etc.  In this time of limited supply with the need to 

allay justified fears, and bolster staff and resident morale, “homemade masks” could provide 

help in conserving true protective equipment for necessary circumstances.  Please also see 

CDC recommendations to conserve facemasks. These recommendations have been recently 

updated to respond to the extension of facemask use (eg. one individual wearing the same 

facemask all day) when in limited supply. 

  

Sadly, COVID-19 has made its way to Assisted Living in Ohio, as we knew it would at some 

point.  This begins a new phase in this pandemic for all of us in this industry.  OALA will 

continue its efforts to support to the best of our abilities all Assisted Living providers in Ohio 

with any new information, interpretations or guidance we can.  We applaud all of your 

efforts on the “front-line”, as the Governor said of this “war”.      

  

  

  

Jean Thompson 

Executive Director 

jthompson@ohioassistedliving.org 

 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Approved-Cleaning-Products.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Approved-Cleaning-Products.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/ppe-strategy/face-masks.html
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Ohio Assisted Living Association 

1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954, www.ohioassistedliving.org 
 

 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email updates and on our 

website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of 

the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from either research or experience. 

http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

