
Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest number of 

assisted living communities in the state, over 530.  OALA is, and has been, a 

strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993! 

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update April 1, 2020

COVID-19 

All the linked information below came to members today through their EIDC accounts today. 

Health Alert- Guidance for Utilizing and  Optimizing PPE  

Instructions for Medical/Surgical Mask Use and Reuse 

N95 Respirator Reuse- Instructions for Donning and Doffing 

PPE Contingency Planning 

Strategies For Optimizing PPE 

Printable Instructions and Videos 

Much of the guidance sent today is more targeted to skilled nursing facilities and ICF-MRs 

than Assisted Living. The comments below are in order of the above links.     

• ODH Guidance from BID (Bureau of Infectious Disease) 1st three items now

recommends all healthcare staff in long term care wear masks when in the building.  If

adequate PPE supplies do not exist, the guidance suggests the use of homemade masks. It

is very important that staff are trained on appropriate “donning and doffing” procedures

to reduce risk of contamination. At this point this is a recommendation, not a

requirement. However, masks do help prevent disease transmission by asymptomatic

staff to other residents and staff.

• If you do not have adequate PPE supplies, immediately call your local EMA. They pass

this information on to the EOC (Emergency Operations Center) for the State which

ultimately makes distribution decisions of the limited supplies. Unfortunately, Assisted

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/HAN-04-01-2020697181989.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/INSTRUCTIONS-FOR-REUSE-OF-FACEMASKS108901813.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/INSTRUCTIONS-FOR-N95-RESPIRATOR-USE88687267.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PPE-CONTINGENCY-PLANNING456019094-2.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/STRATEGIES-FOR-OPTIMIZING-PPE1057422883.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PRINTABLE-INSTRUCTIONS-AND-VIDEOS-PPE1180876240.pdf
https://ema.ohio.gov/RegionalOperations.aspx
https://ema.ohio.gov/StateEOCMainPage.aspx
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Living is not at the top of the supply distribution. Daily we are communicating at the 

State level, the low supply of PPE in most assisted living communities given their non-

acute care status normally. The information also states that when, and if necessary, 

homemade masks at least provide a barrier in preventing asymptomatic individuals from 

transferring this virus to residents and other staff.  They are not however considered 

PPE.   The materials provide strategies for optimizing PPE; limit staff interactions with 

residents by grouping tasks together, potentially creating some staff who do not need PPE 

supplies.   

• Provide instructions for medical/surgical mask use and reuse, eg. medical mask, how to

remove, place in breathable bag for reuse

• Information on N95 respirators reuse, few ALs have N95 respirators and now with

Battelle capability of decontamination, less of an issue

• Discusses contingency and crisis level PPE use and reuse, more applicable to NH

settings

• Instructions on the proper putting on and taking off of PPE equipment; particularly

critical when items may need to reused.

We are aware that many of you are working with limited to no PPE supplies and the guidance 

from the CDC or ODH is unworkable for you. Conservation of PPE, especially when your 

supplies are very limited, however, is valuable information.  OALA recommends not admitting 

back to your community any resident sent for COVID-19 testing until you receive a 

negative result. It presents too great a risk of exposure to your vulnerable resident 

population and staff.  

Who do we report a positive COVID-19 test result to resident or staff? 

ODH today repeated that you report it to your local health department and as courtesy, your 

regional ODH office.  Also, reach out to your local health department for help and guidance in 

cases of  suspected or confirmed COVID-19 cases.   

Unfortunately Notice today from ODH on background checks.  They now state they must 

be done and that there are still locations doing them.  However, this might require 

applicants to travel county wide or to a different county for the checks.  This supersedes 

any previous guidance.  They do provide a listing of open sheriff offices, but suggest you 

call to confirm and check hours of operation.  They state the  Attorney General’s website 

has a list of LiveScan vendors across Ohio too.  We are very disappointed by this 

development and will pursue with the Governor’s office (and ODH) at a minimum and 

increased timeframe and leniency in terms of any recent hires.  It seems ODH does not 

understand the difficulty in hiring new staff at this time.     

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in 

email updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no 

claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of the information  

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ODH-NOTICE-FINGERPRINTING-4.1.201248859592.pdf
https://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/Business/Services-for-Business/WebCheck/Webcheck-Community-Listing
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Jean Thompson 

Executive Director 

jthompson@ohioassistedliving.org 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 

1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954, www.ohioassistedliving.org 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email updates and on our 

website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of 

the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from either research or experience. 

mailto:jthompson@ohioassistedliving.org
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/



