
 

 

 

COVID-19 

  

Memory Care Issue 

Issues are now arising in our communities with Memory Care Units or whole buildings dedicated 

to Memory Care.  Some hospitals are attempting to discharge residents with COVID-19, if they 

are a Level 1 or 2 (more minor symptoms) back to their Assisted Living community even if they 

have significant cognitive impairment and are still in need of isolation. OALA believes such a 

return is not possible if the individual requires further isolation and is significantly cognitively 

impaired.  So far, the State’s response does not seem to really address the issue.  On a webinar 

today they seemed to suggest that such residents wear masks when and if they wander out of 

their room.  Clearly many of these individuals will not wear masks. This is all difficult to 

understand given that hospitals are not full and even discussing the return of elective surgery. 

OALA will continue to pursue this issue with the State asking for more clarifications.  A hopeful 

note is that potentially HCICs (Health Care Isolation Centers) might be available for quarantine 

purposes for AL memory care residents who require continued isolation.  Unfortunately, none of 

these centers are open yet.  However, ODH indicated they expected some to be open by the 

middle to the end of next week.    

  

Understanding Isolation and Quarantine 

While these terms seem to be used interchangeably at times during the COVID-19 Pandemic, 

they are in fact different and represent different situations as well as procedures. 

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 535.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update April 17, 2020 
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• Isolation separates sick people with a contagious disease from people who are not sick. 

Isolation would be used for Residents that had tested positive for COVID-19 or were not 

tested, but showing symptoms, therefore making them Probable cases. When a resident is 

in an isolation status the highest available PPE equipment should be utilized for staff 

caring for resident(s).  
• Quarantine separates and restricts the movement of people who were exposed to a 

contagious disease to see if they become sick. Quarantine would be used for a resident 

that had been exposed to positive or probable COVID-19. Staff caring for residents in 

quarantine should still be cautious with all care, using Surgical/medical facemasks, 

goggles or face shields, gowns and gloves. These individuals should remain in quarantine 

for 14 days 
  

OALA Conversation with the Governor and Director Corcoran  

Last night OALA had an opportunity to talk with the Governor.  During the conversation we 

discussed the importance of Assisted Living in Ohio’s long-term care landscape and the need for 

a higher priority for PPE supplies and greater testing. We also used the opportunity to follow up 

on a letter requesting that Assisted Living be included in federal and Ohio COVID-19 Relief 

Funds as well as the need for an Executive Order granting some immunity from civil liability 

following the pandemic.  We are also sending a similar letter to all our federal representatives. 

Problems with the new ODH listing of communities (ALs and NHs) were also discussed on the 

call.  

  

OALA – Pursuing an Increase in the ALW reimbursement due to COVID-19 

As the Department of Medicaid reviews reimbursements for waiver programs during this crisis, 

OALA plans on requesting an increase in the ALW reimbursement.  Although the program 

received a small increase in the last budget, it in no way meets the increased provider costs 

during this pandemic.  

  

PARRT Testing Program Expands to Counties Contiguous to Franklin  

Leading Age Ohio, in collaboration with National Church Residences, Ohio Living, and other 

area providers and in cooperation with Central Ohio Geriatrics and the Ohio Department of 

Health, Franklin County Health Department and Columbus Health Departments, has created a 

program to provide in facility COVID-19 testing for all Franklin County and now counties 

contiguous to Franklin, nursing homes and assisted living community residents who require 

testing.  This program called, PARRT (Post-Acute Rapid Result Testing.) A separate Alert to our 

members in those counties has gone out.   The process essentially is for the community to call a 

central call number with requested information for the resident and their facility identifier, their 

ODH ID (license number) in the case of AL You will need a Dr.’s order for the test for the 

resident. Hopefully, this program in some form will take shape across all of Ohio. Our deepest 

thanks to all those involved in making this happen. 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/OALA-Governor-Mike-DeWine-COVID-19-letter.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Proposed-Model-State-ExecutiveOrder-for-COVID-19-Liability-Immunity.4.4.2020.-final.pdf
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OALA Free Webinar (2 CEUs) with Teepa Snow April 21, 

1-2pm Register now!  

Webinar will discuss the unique problems/challenges of 

practicing isolation and social distancing in a cognitively 

impaired population. 

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/education-center-2/
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

