
 

 

 

 COVID -19 Daily Survey from State: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

  

Some Terms  

Exposed? Possible? Probable? Suspected? What do they each mean? 

It is true that the above terms are sometimes used interchangeably.  We hope the information 

below clears up any confusion.    

Exposed means the individual has come into close contact with a Probable or Positive COVID-

19 individual. An Exposed individual does not have any symptoms that are associated with 

COVID-19.  It simply means they were in close contact with someone that is positive or 

Probable and need to be quarantined and monitored for any signs or symptoms for 14 days from 

the exposure.   

  

Possible/Probable and Suspected have been used interchanged frequently, with Possible being 

used less. These terms mean that the individual is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 with 

no other explanation for the symptoms but have not yet been tested/confirmed.  A case 

might be classified as Probable/Suspected while waiting on test results.  Once the laboratory 

provides the results then the case would be reclassified as “confirmed” or no” longer a 

case”.  Because of the testing demands and current testing shortages, some cases will never move 

to confirmed by a test result and will remain as Probable/Suspected. Probable and Suspected 

cases should be handled as if they are confirmed.   

  

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 540.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update April 27, 2020 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD
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More Region Contacts for Help in Contacting, Creating, Becoming a Part of  Local Health 

Care Coalitions 

As we stated in Friday’s Update, the state has been divided into 3 hospital zones. Within each of 

these zones there are 8 regions.  This is being done in an effort to move support, help and 

collaboration to a more local level. The Regions do not necessarily all operate in the same 

manner and some are better organized at this time than others.(Regional Map )  These additional 

contacts that we have provided should help you reach people to begin your contact and 

collaboration efforts. Previously we  had additional contacts on regions 4, 7 and 8.  We have 

obtained contact information now for the following Regions : Region 1 , Region 2, Region 

3  and  Region 5 . At this time Region 6 is a single contact which is included in the Region Map 

.    

  

Testing News 

Yesterday Governor DeWine discussed some good news for Ohio in terms of 

testing.  Manufacturers in Ohio have “retooled” and are developing testing “swabs” and 

“reagents”.  These products will accelerate Ohio’s testing capability by the end of this week and 

substantially by the end of May.  This is heartening news that we hope to see play out as needed 

for Assisted Living residents and staff.  
  
PPE and Testing on the Federal Level  

The Ohio Assisted Living Association has grave concerns about federal programs of testing and PPE 

supply distribution on the federal level.  The federal government plans on expanding testing and 

PPE supplies directly for nursing homes, excluding Assisted Living and other retirement 

congregate settings in this distribution.  This is a grave mistake and we have reached out to our 

Ohio federal representatives on the issue.  It is disservice to our residents and staff.  We 

are “grouped” with NHs in the state’s weekly update of COVID cases and asked to provide care 

if at all possible in “place” in our settings.  If the federal government will not recognize our 

needs, then we must ask our State to do so and help us specifically with PPE, testing and 

increased reimbursement for the ALW.  Please contact your local Ohio Senators and 

Representatives.  To find out who they are go to:  https://ohioassistedliving.org/advocacy/  

  

While we appreciate the efforts of the federal Administration to ensure nursing homes will 

receive the PPE they need to continue the fight against COVID-19, we are concerned that the 

plan announced by Vice President Pence to governors Friday excludes assisted living 

communities from its upcoming shipment of PPE. This could have grave consequences for the 2 

million residents and 1 million staff that live and work in senior living communities. Like nursing 

homes, assisted living and other senior living communities are on the front lines of this crisis, 

caring for the most vulnerable population of Americans. They are taking tremendous steps to 

keep residents safe and out hospitals, but urgently and critically need PPE to continue doing so. 

Having the resources to protect and test residents and staff, whether symptomatic or 

asymptomatic, are absolutely critical in this fight to flatten the curve. The senior living industry 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Region-and-Zone-Maps-Combined-.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Copy-of-NW-Region-1-Preparedness-Contacts.xlsx
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Region-2-Coalition-Contact-information.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WCO-Public-Health-Emergency-Preparedness-Contact-List-Marach-2020.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/WCO-Public-Health-Emergency-Preparedness-Contact-List-Marach-2020.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NECO-Executive-Committee-Region-5.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Region-and-Zone-Maps-Combined-.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Region-and-Zone-Maps-Combined-.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/advocacy/
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabcnews.go.com%2FHealth%2Fnursing-home-pleas-protective-gear-answered-pence-tells%2Fstory%3Fid%3D70337815&data=02%7C01%7Ccharly.rok%40edelman.com%7C661394dc0d7644c1e7b608d7e94e3047%7Cb824bfb3918e43c2bb1cdcc1ba40a82b%7C0%7C0%7C637234394358944798&sdata=00gcKVz6rxL3NXjHrFJfDTyKFFLq6h8cW%2F0du0OxkTo%3D&reserved=0
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is vitally important to the health of our overall healthcare system and should be treated and 

recognized as such.  Argentum.  

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

