
 

 

 

 COVID-19 ODH Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

This survey, using the same link,  needs to be done M-F.  It’s important to respond, especially as 

most ALs have limited supplies of PPE.   

  

As We Move Forward 

As Ohio begins it process of “reopening”, it seems the pandemic is more present than ever before 

in LTC congregate settings.  Early indications are that increased testing will confirm many more 

cases of COVID-19 in our communities than we originally suspected.  Many of these cases will 

be asymptomatic or with only minor symptoms, presenting a unique challenge for providers.  In 

anticipation of these outcomes, and the state’s current approach of “care in place”, providers 

should be planning now on how they will create areas in their communities for isolation and 

quarantine.  Individuals exhibiting significant symptoms and health related issues as a result of 

the diagnosis will likely still be able to be hospitalized.  However, the low symptom or 

asymptomatic individuals will likely have to be cared for in your communities.  While we held 

out great hope that the discussed Health Care Isolation Centers would provide placements for 

many of these individuals,  the HCICs do not seem to be materializing.  Additionally, if you are a 

freestanding community, the likelihood of finding NH placement is less probable, although we 

believe all providers should begin reaching out now to their local NHs where they have had 

relationships to discuss this issue.  

  

Also,  given this scenario,  it is vital that ALs attempt to locate either locally through their 

EMAs,(Information on how to request PPE ) local healthcare coalitions or their own supply 
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chains more PPE.  All your efforts to obtain necessary PPE, should be documented.  In the 

future, you may need or want this documentation.  The care of exposed and confirmed COVID-

19 cases both require full PPE.  The Governor yesterday in his press conference discussed an 

allocation to all local EMAs from Ohio of PPE.  The State of Ohio has shipped 4.1 million pieces 

of personal protective equipment (PPE) to local emergency management agencies (EMA) across 

Ohio. The shipment includes: 500,000 N95 masks, 850,000 face shields, 750,000 surgical-type 

masks, and 2 million non-medical gloves.  It is interesting that gowns are not included as we 

have specifically heard of this need from provider members.  This is a separate allocation from 

the Federal allocation mentioned in a previous update, that will go out directly to NHs starting 

May 6. It is discouraging to hear that so much PPE is being made available, yet we have AL 

providers still in desperate need.  So, reach out to your EMA today! 

  

Complicating everything even further are the large numbers of cognitively impaired individuals 

AL communities serve.  We are meeting Friday with the Aging and Medicaid Directors to 

discuss this unique group.  This is an issue OALA brought to light as the pandemic began, but 

which still needs to be further addressed.   Another unique challenge for Assisted Living, is the 

movement and/or rearrangement of “units” in their buildings.  Unlike nursing home beds, 

Assisted Living residents’ apartments are uniquely theirs,  they house their belongings and other 

cherished items.   While the state during this crisis,  is allowing the movement of residents to 

accomplish the tasks above, and the placement of more residents in a room than normal,  it does 

not diminish the resident’s or their families feeling that their room is private and not to be used 

by others.  Unfortunately, some of these changes may or will happen.  

  

On a Financial Note 

It appears that the CARES Act provides federal funding that may be available to Assisted Living 

providers, either indirectly or directly in time.  One allocation seems to “reimburse states or local 

governments for expenses directed related to preparation or COVID-19 care, such as 

PPE”.  Additionally it seems there may be coming more direct funds to providers, including 

Assisted Living, for expenses or lost revenue related to  COVID-19.   We are encouraged by the 

inclusion and recognition of Assisted Living as an important piece of the LTC continuum and 

look forward to more details...     

  

ODH Dashboard Listing of COVID-19  

The Dashboard this week includes a “cumulative” listing for residents and staff.  However, in 

reviewing these numbers there seems to be some inconsistencies in the data.  Additionally, there 

is now data on the dashboard that addresses deaths in LTC settings (combined NH & AL) by 

county, although there may be some inaccuracies in this as well.   

  

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/PPE.pdf
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RCF Rule Update 

For OAC 3701-16-06 (G) – During the COVID-19 Pandemic, individuals may complete the 

training in a virtual format using online training.  It is recommended that employees take notes 

and write down questions so that at a designated time within the 2-week timeframe they can 

connect with a qualified instructor and ask questions.  If something occurs at your facility that 

inhibits the ability of this question and answer session to take place within the first 14 days of 

hire, you must document what the situation was and then as soon as possible conduct the 

question and answer portion of the training. 

  

Tests 

Mike Klever of rx2live contacted us regarding test kits his company has available.  The tests are 

FDA emergency authorized, Medicare covered, shipping included utilizing 3 labs with a 

purported 24-48 hour turn around.  For more information, contact: mklever@rx2live.com 

Mobile: (513)313-6210 

  

Governor’s Webinar 

Above is a quick link to the Governor’s Go To Meeting that was recorded live today. This is an 

easy link to listen at any time.  While no new information, this provides a complied informative 

link to available information on not specifically healthcare, but the initial phase of “re-opening” 

Ohio.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 
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