
 

 

 

COVID-19 Updates 

OALA participated in a call with appropriate state agencies preparing for the “surge” in COVID-

19 cases last week. The state has been working on ways to create needed hospital space for 

critically ill COVID-19 cases and other resources to address the pandemic.  Hospitals across the 

state have been grouped into 3 “regions”– roughly serving the north sector, the middle and the 

southern sectors of Ohio.  Hospitals in these regions will work together to provide normal, 

necessary hospital care and “triage” COVID-19 patients within their region as appropriate to 

provide as much “containment” as possible.  Now, appropriate State agencies are more focused 

on a plan for Nursing Homes, LTC and congregate living situations.   

  

The lack of an adequate number of tests coupled with the short supply of necessary PPE is an 

enormous issue for senior living communities.  As outlined in the April 2, 2020 OALA 

Update,  testing has been prioritized as follows:   Priority 1: Hospitalized patients, Symptomatic 

healthcare Workers Priority 2: Residents in long-term care facilities with symptoms, First 

Responders with symptoms, patients 65 years or older with symptoms and testing referred from a 

hospital, including emergency department, patients with underlying conditions with symptoms 

and referred from a hospital, including emergency department.  The prioritizations do not 

address potentially exposed HCP who are not symptomatic or residents potentially exposed or 

suspected, but without current symptoms.  As a result,  AL providers may need to have possibly 

exposed staff quarantine at home for 14 days or utilize the CDC’s recommendations on test 

based and non-test based strategies for return to work, at their discretion.  In terms of residents, 

providers may have to serve residents suspected, but untested in your building or residents 

returned from the hospital with or without testing but with no hospital level care needs in 

isolation for 14 days.  While providers can actively seek other placement for such individuals it 

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 535.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update April 6, 2020 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Signed-Directors-Order-for-Performing-COVID-19-Testing-1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/guidance-risk-assesment-hcp.html
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may be hard or impossible to find at this time. The one possible exception may be if you can not 

provide effective infection control.   

  

OALA hopes that all AL providers are looking at ways in their buildings to “cohort” any such 

individuals providing care using the same staff member(s), equipped with PPE to serve only 

those individuals and dividing individuals who are known or presumed with COVID-19 and 

individuals potentially exposed, if at all possible.  The document providers received today 

through their EIDC account attached above goes through some of these recommendations. There 

are two parts of this latest release from ODH that OALA wants to point out.  First,  the 

establishment by a discharging hospital that the location of discharge can meet infection control 

requirements,   For patients being released from hospitals, discharge planning and discharge 

documentation should include date of onset of symptoms, isolation status, and need for continued 

transmission based precautions, clearly establishing that the receiving facility has the ability to 

meet infection control requirements. The second item that should be duly noted by AL 

providers.  The second portion of the document deals with patients transferred to nursing 

facilities and congregate care settings. This should be read carefully, especially as the pandemic 

continues to unfold.   

  

Facemasks 

The Governor has not ordered but suggested that all members of the public wear homemade 

facemasks when out in public, reserving medical facemask supplies for HCP and individuals 

with symptoms. He said, Wearing a mask will not prevent someone from contracting COVID-19, 

but it can help prevent them from spreading it to others -- especially if they have it, but are not 

yet showing symptoms.  Additionally, he has asked anyone in the state with PPE equipment they 

could donate to done so it if at all possible.   

  

CDC  facemask templates (there are 3 templates)…referenced on the coronavirus.ohio.gov 

website. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html 

  

Video from the Surgeon General’s Office… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4&feature=youtu.be 

  

This last is a generic YouTube video tutorial. 

https://youtu.be/BCJcE-r7kcg 

http://coronavirus.ohio.gov/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/diy-cloth-face-coverings.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tPx1yqvJgf4&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/BCJcE-r7kcg
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OALA will be offering an opportunity for Assisted Living 

providers to interact with Labor and Employment 

attorney,  Sam Lillard of Fisher Phillips, April 8, 1pm 

2020.  Ready your questions! Register NOW! 

  

OALA Free Webinar (2 CEUs) with Teepa Snow April 21, 

1-2pm Register now!  

Webinar will discuss the unique problems/challenges of 

practicing isolation and social distancing in a cognitively 

impaired population. 

  

 

 

 
Ohio Assisted Living Association 

1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5703773050161441037
https://ohioassistedliving.org/education-center-2/
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

