
 

 

 

COVID-19 RFI Survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD  

  

Updates: Testing 

The Governor announced in his press conference today that testing will begin by the National 

Guard for all staff in nursing homes in Ohio.  Nursing home residents will be tested under a 

“cohorting” principle meaning those most likely to have been exposed will be tested. In some 

cases, it might be all residents in the nursing home.  They intend to start with Nursing Homes 

with a current or past history of COVID-19.  The testing is mandatory for staff. Additionally, the 

state’s 8 developmental disability centers are to have testing by the National Guard of all 

employees and residents. At this time, Assisted Living communities are not a part of this 

focused testing, however, it’s possible they could be included at some point in the future.  It 

seems this testing in nursing homes may have been prompted by recent CMS guidance related to 

initial testing in nursing homes and weekly testing thereafter.   

  

Updates: Hair Salons & Visitation  

OALA continues to work to allow a hair stylist back into Assisted Living communities.  Of 

course, the hair stylist would be screened and have their temperature taken every day as everyone 

entering the community.  Also, they and any residents during a procedure would need to be 

wearing masks. Essentially this could be accomplished in one of two ways, either by designating 

them as essential workers and/or amending the essential workers only Order, that limited access 

to Ohio’s Nursing homes and other Similar Facilities on March 13, 2020.  An argument can be 
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made that they are essential as a part of the RCF rule definition of “Activities of Daily 

Living”.  RCF rules define Activities of Daily Living as : “walking and moving, bathing, 

grooming, toileting, oral hygiene, hair care, dressing eating and nail care.” 

  

Allowing resident visitation outdoors in Assisted Living communities is being very actively and 

seriously discussed now with the state agencies.  In discussions over the weekend it was 

suggested that ultimately there would be a set of “requirements” mandated by the state to permit 

visitation and then best practice guidelines to structure facility policy.   In preparation for when it 

will happen, communities should begin thinking about how they would manage it:  setup and 

necessary separation, cleaning and sanitation, visit time frames, number of visitors, scheduling of 

visits, visit oversight if needed, communication to families, residents and staff.  In other words, 

when it does happen it will not be as before, but with restrictions and limitations. 

  

New Updated Information -Live Webinar – CBD & Cannabis Use in 

Assisted Living on July 9th @ 1pm EST (1.5 CEUs) 

CLICK HERE to Register for the Webinar! 
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The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 
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