
 

 

 

COVID-19 ODH Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

This survey, using the same link, needs to be done M-F.  It’s important to respond, especially as 

most ALs have limited supplies of PPE. 

  

OALA Call with Directors McElroy and Corcoran 

Today OALA had a call with Aging and Medicaid Directors McElroy and Corcoran.  As 

members know, the state is pursuing a course of “care in place”.  While the purpose of this call 

was to discuss memory care issues and the response to COVID-19,  other issues were also 

brought up by Trustees with the Directors; the problems of PPE, testing, the range of AL in Ohio 

and the staffing differences between ALs themselves and skilled care facilities, along with the 

increased expenses to providers for which there seems to be no federal relief. (Director Corcoran 

did say she is hopeful there will be some increase for the ALW in the recent federal allocations 

for Medicaid.)  

  

During the discussion, OALA Director, Jean Thompson, noted the unique situation and 

differences for freestanding AL.  As a result of these and other questions/issues, Director 

McElroy asked us to put together information on the number of freestanding ALs, the number of 

memory care units/buildings and the nursing staffing available in different Assisted Living.  We 

are finding some of the information from the Scripps Gerontology Centers last LTC survey, but 

still need information on nurse staffing.  Please respond to the Nursing Staff Survey Questionnaire 

…only 3 questions, so that we can relay this information ASAP, definitely by the end of business 

Wednesday.  

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 540.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update May 4, 2020 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD
https://forms.gle/VPXcFCJjoSqPuASs7


2 | P a g e  

 

 

  

It is important to know that AL communities are going to need to “care in place” for residents. 

We need to have plans in place for how in individual buildings or between sister communities we 

can “cohort” or segregate non-exposed, exposed and probable or positive residents, who are 

either asymptomatic or with minor symptoms not requiring hospital care.  Director Corcoran also 

asked to know of local Health Departments that are not disseminating or finding necessary PPE 

for Assisted Living communities so that they can safely “care in place”. She also said testing will 

improve and that she will be working with all the local health departments so that there is a 

consistent, helpful procedure “on the ground”.   

  

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

