
 

 

 

COVID-19 ODH Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

This survey, using the same link, needs to be done M-F.  It’s important to respond, especially as 

most ALs have limited supplies of PPE. 

  

Nurse Staffing 3 question survey…Reply Today 

As a result of discussions yesterday with  Director McElroy of Aging and Director Corcoran of 

Medicaid,  OALA was asked to put together information on the number of freestanding ALs,  the 

number of memory care units/buildings and the nursing staffing available in different Assisted 

Living, so that they could better understand our industry. We are finding some of the information 

from the Scripps Gerontology Centers last LTC survey, but still need information on nurse 

staffing.  Please respond to the Nursing Staff Survey Questionnaire …only 3 questions, so that 

we can relay this information ASAP, definitely by the end of business Wednesday. If you filled 

out survey yesterday, please do not fill out today.  

  

Updated ODH Health Alert 

Yesterday (May 4) a new Health Alert was issued by ODH noting that the CDC had updated 

Guidance for Discontinuation of Isolation.  It stated the three CDC documents, Criteria for 

Return to Work for Healthcare Personnel with Confirmed or Suspected COVID-

19,  Discontinuation of Transmission-Based Precautions and Disposition of Patients with 

COVID-19 in Healthcare Settings and Discontinuation of Isolation for Persons with COVID-19 

Not In Healthcare Settings,  were all updated based on evidence suggesting a longer duration of 
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viral shedding.  In updating these documents for return to work by healthcare workers, they have 

changed the name of the “non-test based strategy” to the “symptom -based strategy” and for 

those without symptoms, to the “time-based strategy”.  In both cases they are extending the 

duration of exclusion from work to at least 10 days (from 7) since symptoms first 

appeared.  In congregate care settings, however, ODH continues to recommend that the 

criteria for “symptom based and time-based strategies” include at least 14 days from 

symptom onset or date of first positive COVID-19 test.  

  

Updated Covid-19 Testing Guidelines  

Testing priority has changed slightly with respect to the Priority categorization. We think this 

is in response to discussions of general population testing. The changes related to AL follow.  

Priority 1: Hospital patients with symptoms, HCP with symptoms- includes all staff with 

symptoms in congregate care (AL) setting 

Priority 2: Residents in AL settings who are symptomatic. Residents and staff with known 

exposure to COVID-19 ( 2 or more in same area/wing/building), extent of testing will be 

determined by the local health department in consultation with facility clinical leadership.   

   

Tomorrow, May 6, is National Nurses Day.  A 

“Shout Out” and “Salute” to all the wonderful, 

caring, compassionate Nurses in Assisted 

Living!  We recognize and appreciate their 

dedication! 

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/wcm/connect/gov/096b33c5-311f-4eb7-829e-e46c4b38882b/testing+update+5.4.2020.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CONVERT_TO=url&CACHEID=ROOTWORKSPACE.Z18_M1HGGIK0N0JO00QO9DDDDM3000-096b33c5-311f-4eb7-829e-e46c4b38882b-n7xhAGE
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

