
 

 

 

COVID-19 ODH Survey: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

  

OALA’s Survey of Nurse Staffing in AL: Nursing Staff Survey Questionnaire …only 3 

questions, today by 5. Only respond if you did not previously.   

  

Ohio Limited Civil Liability Immunity Bills Introduced 

Two bills have been introduced in the Ohio General Assembly, one in the House,  HB606 and 

one in the Senate, SB308.  These bills would provide limited civil liability immunity related to 

COVID-19 for Assisted Living providers and others.  The two bills take slightly different 

approaches.  The SB308 focuses specifically on health care providers whereas the HB 606 is 

generalized to all essential service providers. While it’s clear the bills intend to include Assisted 

Living, OALA is making sure the bills state “residential care facilities” where appropriate.  

  

Ohio’s Care in Place Directive 

Ohio has chosen a “care in place” path through the COVID crisis.  This path is hard for Assisted 

Living, given our social model of care, staffing patterns, on-hand PPE, and the large number of 

cognitively impaired individuals we serve and the difficulty in quarantining or isolating 

them.  As testing increases, it is becoming apparent that over time many AL communities will 

experience COVID-19 positive cases at some point. Prepare now!  The task will be hardest for 

freestanding AL communities not associated with nursing homes, (NHs generally not accepting 
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COVID-19 positive transfers from AL or even non-COVID-19 related admissions) providers 

without 24 hour nursing or RN staff, and those with memory care units or all memory care.  

  

While we are still compiling data on nursing in Assisted Living for the state agency heads, so 

they can better understand AL,  it may be helpful to review what we found out from the last 

Scripps Gerontology Center biennial survey of LTC.  The information is 2017 information 

collected by Scripps in 2018.  At that time there were 721 ALs in Ohio and 637 of them 

responded.  While the numbers are outdated, they still provide insight.  336 ALs not associated 

with a NH, (meaning same building or campus) or slightly over half of all respondents and 233 

Memory care units or all memory care, slightly over a third of respondents. 

  

Numbers of positive individuals may be asymptomatic and not require hospitalization…and 

hospitals are going to send them back, even if they are “wanderers”.  They have indicated that if 

they do not require hospital care, they have no way to “bill” for care and any stays would be 

private pay.  It’s important to realize that seniors can have this virus and show only minor or no 

symptoms.  

  

Additionally, we need to plan for exposed but not confirmed cases. First, attempt to acquire 

PPE, especially if you are doing widespread testing in your community so that you can be 

“ready”.  We have contacted the State Agency heads indicating the need for PPE even if you do 

not currently have positive cases. Determine where you could create quarantine and 

isolate.  We know that this especially hard in AL because it may require moving residents to 

create the necessary space for residents who are positive or exposed.  Contact and work with 

your local health department if you have cases and need help.  In the case of “wanderers” a 

safe (isolated) area to wander is being suggested.  Some members have been very creative in 

utilizing temporary “wall” barriers plastic/vinyl to achieve this end.  Your local health 

department can help you in this important step in planning for “care in place” residents,  ask 

them  if a “team” can come out and help you see where you could quarantine or isolate, offer 

suggestions.   

  

ALW Providers – Possible Provider Funds  

Director Corcoran of Medicaid mentioned on a call this week that a way may have been 

developed for AL Medicaid Waiver providers to receive some of the federal relief Medicaid 

funds.  Originally, there did not seem to be a mechanism for them to receive a calculated 

amount.  However, Ohio Medicaid has been directed to send information on the Medicaid 

Waiver providers so that they potentially can be incorporated in the relief funds.  More, once we 

know it.   
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Webinar- BID Information  

Ohio Bureau of Infectious Diseases is offering a webinar on infection control Friday, May 8, at 

2:00 p.m. This webinar highlights prevention and management of COVID-19 in congregate 

settings.  The following topics will be discussed: communication, early and aggressive 

intervention when identifying suspected cases, cohorting residents and staff, personal protective 

equipment: appropriate use and reuse, hand and environmental hygiene. The Webinar link will 

be active Friday, immediately prior to the event.  

  

 

 

 

 

Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 

file:///C:/Users/melis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/W15ML5K7/WEBINAR%20INVITE%20FOR%20LTCFS%20FOR%20FRIDAY%20MAY%2081888057854.PDF
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/

