
 

 

 

COVID-19 RFI Survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

  

Visitation Outside in Assisted Living 

If you did not respond yesterday, please respond today! In preparation for questions we know 

we will receive from the State, OALA would like to know how many of our members are 

allowing visitation either starting yesterday or within the next two weeks.  Please email: 

oala@ohioassistedliving.org  Yes or No, subject line: Visitation.  We would also like you to 

share with us stories and photos about your visitation and/or let us know about problems you 

have encountered. Thanks to all of you who have already replied…great pictures!   

  

Good News…Some Possible federal funding 

The Department of Health and Human services (HHS) will open a portal, today, where Medicaid 

providers can apply for a portion of the new $15 billion that HHS set aside for provider 

relief.  Eligibility for this funding is defined only as “having billed Medicaid or a Managed Care 

company between January 1, 2018 and May 31, 2020 as well as not having received a payment 

from the earlier general distribution. HHS provides language that allows Assisted Living to be 

eligible for these monies. Close to one million health care providers may be eligible for this 

funding. OALA is actively looking into questions on this program and how providers apply for 

funding through this portal. Some questions:  If you received a PPP loan, are you still eligible? 

If you take this money would it prohibit you from taking any potential other monies HHS 

designates in the future for Assisted Living in general (private-pay)?  

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 548.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update June 10, 2020 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD
mailto:oala@ohioassistedliving.org
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/09/hhs-announces-enhanced-provider-portal-relief-fund-payments-for-safety-net-hospitals-medicaid-chip-providers.html#:~:text=HHS%20is%20announcing%20the%20distribution,these%20hospitals%20via%20direct%20deposit.
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 ODH Provider Meeting June 10, 2020 

Are ALs required to quarantine individuals if they have just gone out for appointments for a 

few hours on return to the community? 

No.  ODH said quarantine of such residents in AL would be by facility policy. They did indicate 

that the resident should wear a mask while out and consistently practice social distancing as well 

as performing good hand hygiene. As soon as they return to the facility, they should wash their 

hands.  

  

Are residents required to wear masks whenever they are out of their apartment in the Assisted 

Living community? 

They are not required, however, ODH recommends it.  In the case of memory impairment though 

it would be “as tolerated”.  They also recommend that residents and staff wear masks whenever 

any direct care services are performed in the resident’s apartment.   

  

Could face shields be used in place of masks with AL populations, especially Memory Care 

populations? 

No.  Face shields and masks provide different protections, face shields are for eye protection and 

masks are for “source control”. 

  

Is dining permitted in the dining room or does it all need to be delivered to residents in their 

rooms?  What about activities can small group activities take place? 

AL providers can have residents dine in the dining room provided social distancing is 

maintained. As we have said before some providers have accomplished this by staggering 

mealtimes to reduce numbers.  Today others at the meeting asked if the order limiting gatherings 

to 10 people impacted this practice, even if the dining room was large enough to appropriately 

social distance and accommodate more than 10 residents. ODH was unsure. OALA believes that 

since communal dining was never prohibited in AL but only recommended to be discontinued at 

a point in the pandemic, it would not impact this.  As to activities small group socially distanced 

activities can take place. 

  

  

RCF Rule Training – August 19th at Hilton Easton in Columbus, OH – 7 

CEUs! Register Today: CLICK HERE  

 

https://ohioassistedliving.org/attendee-events-2/
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The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, 

promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of the information. 
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