
 

 

 

COVID-19 RFI Survey  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/88R2KSD 

  

Outdoor Visitation  

The Amended Visitation order, allowing outdoor visitation on June 8,2020 has not yet been 

posted on Ohio Department of Health’s website. We have attached the Guidelines, “AL 

Visitation - Responsible Restart Ohio” , that addresses mandatory items as well as best practice 

guidelines. This is a permissive order and does not require all Assisted Living communities to 

open visitation, but rather allows outdoor visitation if the community is able to safely follow the 

guidelines. OALA also compiled guidelines for Outdoor visitation which details additional best 

practices and considerations,  provides a visitor screening tool and sample letters for 

communities . We hope that communities that are offering outdoor visitation will have a 

successful experience with residents, families and staff.   

  

COVID-19 Testing in Skilled Nursing Homes 

We want to clarify with members that the new testing requirements (all staff and cohorted 

residents based on exposure to positive staff and or other residents) apply only to nursing homes 

at this time,  not Assisted Living.  In conversations with the State it seems there is no immediate 

plan to move this testing program to Assisted Living.  The State currently is using the Ohio 

National Guard to first do the testing in approximately 600 NHs that are COVID-19 free. Their 

plan when that is complete is to then move to the approximately 300+ nursing homes that have 

had COVID-19 cases. In these discussions an interesting piece of the program is the “Bridge 

Team” which is organized to provide staff in emergency situations to the nursing home if the 
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testing dramatically reduces their staffing.  OALA is asking if this same group could be available 

as a “Strike Force” for AL communities in a staffing crisis.    

  

ODH Meeting 6/4/20  

ODH at yesterday’s meeting responded to our question regarding necessary quarantine if a 

resident goes out for a doctor’s appointment.  ODH recommends, according to CMS 

guidelines , 14 days of quarantine for all new admissions and readmissions, but no quarantine 

guidelines have been established for a resident leaving the community for short increments of 

time, this would be up to community policy.  

  

Ombudsman Visits 

Ombudsman are planning to begin at some point limited visits to facilities. Additionally, they 

have plans to distribute postcards to residents, so they know how to contact them. Whether these 

visits will focus on NHs or ALs, we do not know. Unfortunately, in this same discussion ODH 

shared that hair stylists are still prohibited under ODH orders from coming into AL and NH 

communities.  We are disappointed as we know providers, residents and families are.   

  

House Bill 461- Electronic Monitoring 

House Bill 461 introduced earlier was up for testimony in the Ohio House Aging and Long Term 

Care committee.  It has a complementary bill in the Ohio Senate,  Senate Bill 255  As providers 

may remember these bills deal with electronic monitoring in residents’ apartments.  Both bills 

require signage noting surveillance and the cost of the equipment to be carried by the resident 

and/or family or in the case of Medicaid clients by a State fund.  Currently, the definition in both 

these bills does not encompass Assisted Living, however, in the future they might well include 

AL.  Perhaps one reason at this point is that the funding mechanism for Medicaid clients comes 

from the fines on NHs which can only be used in NHs or for NH residents.   

  

House Bill 509- Expanded Expedited License 

House Bill 509 allows for an expedited license for an edition to an existing residential care 

facility. The bill permits licensed residential care facilities to request an expedited licensing 

inspection when a facility is seeking to “add” an addition to their existing licensed building. 

HB509 is moving through the House Committee and is up for final testimony next week. 

  

 

 

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-14-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-461
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-SB-255
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-509
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 Possible PPE Group Order 

We may have an opportunity to combine a bulk order with OCHCH (Ohio Council of Homecare 

and Hospice) to assist in ordering PPE supplies while lowering costs to the individual 

community without the community having to order high quantities. Initially, we need an 

understanding of how many communities both have a need for PPE and would be interested in 

learning more on the group ordering option. We would ask that you email 

oala@ohioassistedliving.org by end of day Tuesday (June 9th) the following information: What 

PPE needs do you have currently, how much of each item would you be willing to order. 

Those that respond with their interest we will provide direct pricing, company information, etc. 

OALA doesn’t have any financial interest in working with a particular company, we are solely 

trying to connect you to the resources that you need during this difficult time. We are told that 

many items ordered through a Group Order option is just a few days turn around.   

  

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, 

promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of the information.  

  

 

 

 

 

                                Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
www.ohioassistedliving.org 

 
The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, promises, or 
guarantees about the accuracy of the information provided, noting it is OALA’s interpretation from 

either research or experience. 
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