
 

 

 

STAFF AND RESIDENT TESTING INITIATIVE COMING TO ASSISTED LIVING 

Director McElroy of the Ohio Department of Aging has been working with a group, CHS 

Investments to bring testing to Assisted Living staff and residents in Ohio.  The tests are saliva 

tests from MLife Dx True.  She has been promised first priority and a turnaround time of no 

more than 48 hours, although she anticipates even less.  All the initial baseline tests would be 

free to providers as well as a second round of staff and an as needed resident testing.  In 

researching this opportunity, Director McElroy talked with OALA and asked what Assisted Living 

communities would need to participate.   

  

OALA responded that they would need:  

• In some cases, need, a mechanism to have an “order” for the tests, if it is necessary, if 
they did not have access to a Medical Director or Nurse Practitioner group;  

• that they would need assurances that staffing support and PPE would be available to 
them as with the nursing homes (Bridge Team) should it be necessary;  

• that they would need to have training on administration of the test and that it should be 
easy; 

• that they would need to have training on any portal information entry and that once 
again that should be as easy as possible; 

• and be assured that any subsequent tests beyond those being covered would be billed 
to insurance and not to the provider.    

  

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 548.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 
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Staff can self-administer the test and likely some residents, although the program requires an 

“observer”, who could assist residents who need it with testing.  We also asked Director 

McElroy for a backup form of testing if the saliva test did not work for some 

residents.  Significantly we worked with the Director to ensure that the “observer” could be an 

LPN.   

Right now information is available on the ODA website regarding a webinar next Wednesday, August 

5 at either 10am or 2pm.  Presumably the webinar will also be recorded for subsequent viewing.  

We encourage providers to sign up for one of these to learn more about this initiative.  

 Additionally, a portal will be available soon will serve 2 purposes, if you take advantage of this 

opportunity.  The portal  will determine the number of tests you need based on the number of 

staff and residents you have, provide shipping information for the tests which would have 

return labels and the opportunity to sign up and actually schedule testing.  Some of the 

Trustees of the Association did a “trial” test and found it worked very well for staff and most AL 

residents, although could be more difficult with cognitively impaired residents.  As a result of 

this, OALA has asked Director McElroy for an alternate means of testing for some cases.  Also, 

as with the testing in nursing homes, if a community has tested its residents and staff within the 

last 30 days, or if the Assisted Living participated in the nursing home testing as an attached 

RCF,  those individuals would be exempted.  

  

While this program is being launched as voluntary, Director McElroy from the beginning has 

indicated that if there is not a robust response that might change.  Later today, we should have 

a formal letter from Director McElroy, introducing this program, which we will share.  This 

program will begin very quickly, and we urge providers to register for the webinar.  The early 

involvement with this program would also give Providers an early ability to align themselves 

with this testing company for future readily available tests and a quick return on test results. 

 

  

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, 

promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of the information.  

                      Ohio Assisted Living Association 
1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 

Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 
                                                            www.ohioassistedliving.org 

https://aging.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/aging/agencies-and-service-providers/training/Assisted-Living-COVID-19-Testing-Initiative
http://www.ohioassistedliving.org/
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