
 

 

 

Governor Mandates Mask Wearing in High Alert Counties 

The Governor has ordered the wearing of face masks in public places in Ohio effective 

Wednesday, July 8, 2020, at 6:00 p.m., a new Ohio Department of Health order will mandate 

face coverings in public in all counties that are designated as a Red Alert Level 3 Public Health 

Emergency or a Purple Alert Level 4 Public Health Emergency. Currently, seven counties in 

Ohio are designated at Red Alert Level 3 which indicates that those in these counties have a very 

high risk of exposure and spread: Butler County, Cuyahoga County, Franklin County, Hamilton 

County, Huron County, Montgomery County, Trumbull County. 
  

COVID-19 Pop Up Testing Sites 7/2-7/12,2020  

  

Recent Member Questions 

Our local health department on their survey for our food license commented that we could not 

have sugar and sugar substitute packages out on the residents’ table at mealtimes.  Is this 

related to COVID-19? 

Yes, we contacted the ODH Food Safety Division and they stated that according to the Dine Safe 

Ohio order FAQ document, self-service food and condiments are prohibited except for 

beverages. Therefore, food and condiments should be served or handed to customers, patients, 

etc. The FAQ document can be found here: https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/Dine-

Safe-Ohio-FAQs.pdf.  This would be up to local health departments to enforce.   

  

Update 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association (OALA) represents the largest 
number of assisted living communities in the state, over 548.  OALA is, and 

has been, a strong voice on all issues affecting assisted living since 1993!  

The Ohio Assisted Living Specialists! 

OALA Update July 8, 2020 
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If there is extreme heat or air quality alerts, do we have to cancel visitation? 

Whether you decide to maintain visitation or not is up to your individual building’s 

policy.  Since visitation is so important to families, perhaps consider altering visitation times to 

maximize visits either early in the day or late in the day when it is less hot. Visit length times can 

also be adjusted.  Per the most updated visitation requirements, visits cannot exceed 1 hour.  

  

What do we do as providers if a visitor group shows up for outside visitation after July 20th 

with a child under 2 or with more than 3 visitors? 

While it is difficult, you would need to tell the visitors that the child under 2 could not visit per 

the amended Director’s Order and that any visitors in excess of three would not be able to visit. 

This situation illustrates how important it is to communicate these new requirements(OALA 

Guide) on visitation to families and friends prior to July 20, 2020.    

  

Federal Report and Legislation released on impact of COVID-19 on Assisted Living 

Communities 

A Congressional report and accompanying legislation were recently released. The final report 

acknowledges many of the concerns all Assisted Living providers have had since the beginning 

of the pandemic: a need for PPE and testing, financial relief for the industry, and recognition of 

our healthcare heroes. However, it  also called for greater oversight of the industry through H.R. 

7463, the Assisted Living Facility Coronavirus Reporting Act. The report paints Assisted Living 

in a somewhat negative light by not comparing Assisted Living COVID-19 experiences with 

similar congregate settings like nursing homes, but with the general community at 

large.  Additionally, the legislation mandates reporting by Assisted Living to the CDC as nursing 

homes are doing and ties (although does not provide) any future provider relief funds with 

compliance on the reporting requirements. It’s unlikely this legislation will pass.  Even if it were 

to pass, it would happen after the deadline for applying for HHS Medicaid/CHIP funds, July 20, 

2020.    

  

RCF Rule Training – August 19th at Hilton Easton in Columbus, OH – 7 

CEUs!  Register Today: CLICK HERE  

 

The Ohio Assisted Living Association works to ensure that the information provided in email 

updates and on our website is as accurate as possible, however, OALA makes no claims, 

promises, or guarantees about the accuracy of the information. 

  

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/publicorders/Fourth-Amended-Directors-Order-Nursing-Homes.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OALA-Update-July-6-2020.pdf
https://ohioassistedliving.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/OALA-Update-July-6-2020.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Assisted%20Living%20Facilities%20Staff%20Report.pdf
https://www.warren.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Bill%20text%20Assisted%20Living%20Facility%20Coronavirus%20Reporting%20Act.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7463
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7463
https://ohioassistedliving.org/attendee-events-2/
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Ohio Assisted Living Association 

1335 Dublin Road, Suite 206A, Columbus, OH  43215 
Phone: 614-481-1950, Fax: 614-481-1954 

www.ohioassistedliving.org 
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